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“Called to reach the World with the Word of Faith”

God’s Prosperity Principles

Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul
prospereth. 3 John 2

Dear friend and partner,

In this newsletter, | want to share principles with you from God'’s
Word on the subject of divine prosperity. As always, | want to
encourage you to take the scriptures that | share and begin to
apply them to your daily life. I'm going to start out with 3 John 2
and build fromthere. It says, Beloved, | wish above all thin
thatthou mayegprosperand ban health, even as thy so
prospereth. When | first heard this verse of scripture, | wasn't
too sure if I was God's beloved, so it was even harder to try to
believe God that He wanted me to prosper financially. My
difficulty believing this scripture was all because my mind had
never been renewed to God’'s Word.

What the World Says ab&ubsperity

Almost every Christian has had ill feelings about prosperity at
one time or another in their life, because for generations, we've
been taught the religious idea that poverty and godliness are
linked together. Somehow, we've heard that the poorer you are,
the more spiritual you are. We heard statements such as, “I'm
just as poor as Job's turkeys,” and “Money is the root of all evil.”
To make matters worse, that kind of thinking and teaching is
reinforced in the secular world. We've been told that ‘money
doesn't grow on trees,” and have heard comments like, “ I owe,
| owe, it's off to work | go.” Hearing these statements, whether
coming from a religious or secular background, takes a toll on us.

What God Says aboubBperity

financially. Even concerning 3 John 2, many believers and
ministers will tell you, (and’m sure they already htévaethe
word, “prosperity” in this verse means spirituaprosperity and
the word “health” means spirituahealth. My question to that
is, Why can’tqu just lelieve whaGodhas said?The word
“prosperity” means prosperity. It's in your covenant, just as the

psword “health” means health, and it is part of your New
1l Covenant. But you will have to persuade yourself of that.

Howareyou, as a believer, goitgprosper and have go
health? It stars out withyour thitking and bkeving,
which is devied by yourgeaking.

Forinstance, if God wants me to prosper and have good health,

| have to ask myself the question: “How is itgoing ® come
about,” if at the time | am not prosperous and do not have
good health. So, howwill this prosperity and good health come
about? The answer is in the Word of God

God said in Joshua 1:8, This boolof the law shall noepart
out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day
night,that tlou mayesbbserveao do accaling toall that
Is written herein: fo then tlou shalt mke ty way
prosperousand thernthou shalhave gooduccess.

Keepthereforeghe word of this covenatn and dahem,
that ye mayrmpsper in althat ye doDeuteronomy 29:9

In life, what we get boils down to what we believe God for.
How are you going to prosper? By “...evenas your sou
prospers”(3 John 2). Our soul is our mind, emotions, and

Forye know the grace ofirLord Jesus Christ, that, thougyhintellect. We always have to get our thinking in line with God's

he was rich, yetor your sakes he becameogr, thatye
throughhis povest might beich. 2 Corinthians 8:9

Butthoushalt remendy the LOR thy Godforit is he that
giveth thee poweto get walth, thathe may estaish his
covenantwhich he sware untby fatlers,asit is this day.
Deuteronomy 8:18

These verses show us that it is God's will that we prosper

Word. The laws of prosperity are laid out in God's Word. God
told Joshua not to let the Word depart out of his mouth. The
more we speak God's promises, the more able we will be to
believe God's Word and what He has promised us.

For instance, when | first got a hold of 3 John 2, | put my name
there, by the word, “beloved”, so when | read that scripture from
my Bible, or quoted it, | would read it this way:

Jesse) wish abovallthings hatthou mayest prosper af
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be in healtheven as thyaul prospes.

By doing that repeatedly, day and night, it helped me become
more persuaded that God wanted me to be prosperous. Let's
face it- doing the Word takes a lot of effort and work on our part.
To stay in debt and never having enough, or just having erngiuy
doesn’t take much Word effort. It's when we decide we're going
to live in prosperity and set our goal to be debt-free and living in
abundance that it's going to take a lot of effort on our part to
meditate on the Word of God day and night.

| started saying, “I'm preperous, v& in abundancesdw
bountifullytherefore keap bountify] I’'mdebt-free étc.
These kinds of statements alone sounded peculiar to my thinking
at the time. My head wasn't used to hearing me talk that way.
Instead, my mind was used to hearing me make statements like,
“1 can't afford that, That's toacneke | domhake thatind
of money, No@has ever g me anythingfid on and on
... S0, you see, when | started saying what the Word said about
me, and stopped saying what | used to say, it took a while before
my mind began to accept it.

Forinstance, if over the past several years, you've always gotten
up at 7:00 a.m., and now you decide you're going to get up at
5:00 a.m. and spend time in prayer and in God’s Word, don’t you
suppose it would take a while for your body to adjust? Why is
that? Because your body had a different routine. Your body is
your flesh. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 9:27, But | keepinder my
body,and bringt into subjection: lest thé&dyany means,
when| have preached to others, | mysélbud be a
castaway.

Your body doesn't want to fast, pray, walk in love, or tum the
other cheek. In the same way, your mind, or your intellect, is not
going to want to think on the promises of God. Your mouth is not
going to want to confess God’s Word day and night. Your mind
is not going to automatically think in line with the Word, nor is
your mouth going to always automatically speak the Word. So,
we have to reprogram, (or renewgur mind with the Word, as we
readinRomans 12:1, 2. | beseech yotherefore, brethren, b
the mercies of G that yepresentyour bodies a living
sacifice, holy, acceptble untoGod, which is you
reasonablservice. And be nobnformed tthis world: but
be ye transfamed by th renewing foyour nnd, that ye
mayprove whais that goal, and acceptable, and perfe
will of God.

Forthe Word that Goshpeaks is alive anfiill of pwer
[making itactive, operative, energizing, and effelctitvis
sharperthan ay two-edged sword, penetrating to

dividingline of he breath ofiife (sol) and [he immortdl
spirit,and of jmts and maow [ofthe deepesgtartsof our
nature].exposingand sifting and analyzing gadging the
very thoughts and purposes of the hearttebrews 4:12

y

th(j(,aw,being mada curse fous: for it is written, Cursesl

ct
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Finally,brethrenwhatsoeverings arerue, whatsever
thingsarehonest, watsoever timgsarejust, whatoever
thingsarepure, whaoever thingarelovely, whaobever
thingsareofgood reportifthere beany virtue, andtifiere
be any praisehink on hese things Philippians 4:8

(Fortheweaponof our \arfarearenot carnal, but might
throughGod to th@ullingdown of strong holdsGasting
downimaginatias, and everyigh thinghatexalteth gelf
againstthe knowledge of God, and bringing into cap
every thought to the obedience of Chégipr. 10:4, 5

Let them shou for joy and be glad, Hat favourmy
righteous cause: yea, let them say continually, Let
LORDbe magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosy
of his servant. And my tongue shall speak of t}
righteousess and of hy praise allhe daylong. Psalm
35:27,28

Thisbook othe law shalhot depart oudf thy mouth; by
thoushaltmeditatetterein day athnightthatthou mayes|
observeto do accading toall thats writen therein: fon
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then
shalt have gad successloshua 1:8

The preceding scriptures show us the importance of speaking
God'’s Word constantly, as well as keeping our mind, thinking
and thoughts on God’s Word. So, as far as finances or health
go (as wels for anytig else thé/ordbf God prosais, you
have to train and discipline yourself to think and speak the Word
only.

Why Jesus Came

Every morning and throughout the day, as well as every night,
we have to make our mouths say what the Word says about us.
In regard to prosperity, we need to speak the promises of God
on prosperity so much that we get to the point that we believe
we are prosperous and see ourselves financially prosperous.
We have to get to the point that we see that we are God's child
and believe He wants us to live in abundance. Jesus said in
John 10:10, ...I am coménatthey mighhave life, ahthat
they mighhaveit more aburahtly.

We have to see that we have been redeemed from the curse
of poverty and sickness and redeemed into wealth, riches and
divine health: Christ hat redeemeds from theurse of the

everyone that hangethnoa tree That the blessing

Abrahammight cora on the Geites thraugh Jesu€hiist;
that we might receive thgromse of the Spirit throug
faith. And ifye be Chist’s, then are ye Abraham’s se
andheirs accordingo the pomise.Galatians 3:13, 14, 29
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This is one of the reasons Jesus came to this world. Jesus came
so we would have the abundant life... He didn't come so we
would have just enough life, but abundanlife - -meaning, more
than enough. One has to ask themself the question: “Am |
reallyliving the abndant fie? Wou people anand me -
my neighborsfriends, ad loved oes say thatWwas living
the abundant life?”

We confuse the world when we tell them God is good and they
don't see the goodness of God in our lives. Sinners should be
envious of what we have - they should be envious and jealous
of the blessings of God that we have in our lives. People listen
and have respect for those who are prosperous and successful.
It gets their attention.

Our Blesings Slould Getheir Atenton

No one pays much attention to someone pouring milk into a
glass. But when the person keeps on pouring to the point that
it is overflowing and spilling out all over the place, that gets
people talking and moving about. The Philistines were jealous

of Isaac’s blessings: Then Isaac sowed in that land, an¢hemhis goods:sAnd und one he gz fivetalents,to

receivedin the same year an hundredfold: ardlBRD
blessedhim.1:And the mnwaxed great, arndent forward,
and grew unti he becme verygreat. i14or he had
possessionof flocks, and msession of brds, and grat
store of servard: and he Philisties envied hinGenesis
26:12-14

Thensaid |, Wisainis better han strenth: nevetieless
the pooman’swisdomis despised, and his words are 1
heard. Ecclesiastes 9:16

God’s Will for the Body of Christ

Jesus came not only to give you new life through the new birth
by receiving Him as your Lord and Savior, but He also came to
redeem you from all the curse, and so the blessing of Abraham
would come upon you. He paid the price for your prosperity and
divine health. Itis the devil that doesn’t want the church to know
that.

Abraham’s blessing was primarily financial, so not only did Jesus
purchase you from the curse of poverty by redeeming you from
the curse of the law, He also did this for you so the blessing of
Abraham would come upon you. Again, Galatians 3:13 says,
Christhath redeesd us fronthecurse of the law, bein
madea curse fous: for it is written, Cursed every one
thathangeth om treeAnd, verse 14 goes on to say, That the
blessng of Abraham might come on the Gentiles thrd
JesusChristthat we milgt receiveéhe pronge of the Spit

through faith

J said,Lord, | knew thee that thou art an hard man, re

This tells us that all the blessings that God purchased for us
have to be received by us, and we have to receive them by
faith. So, this helps explain why some in the body of Christ
seem to be doing better than others financially.

If you get the attitude that if God wants you blessed or to have
something, He'll just give it to you, you are implying that there’s
nothing you have to do. You leave the impressionthatit's all up
to God. But really, nothing is all up to GodBecause, to
every blessing, there is a God-ward part and an man-ward part.

God purchased salvation through the new birth for us, but it's

up to each person to receive it and act upon it. You can't just

go day after day and not be working on and developing your

faith, because what happens is you're developing a lifestyle

which will start out going day after day, which will lead into week

after week, month after month and year after year. The next

thing you know, you've wasted your faith and authority that God

gave you, just like the man that hid the one talent. We can read

about this in Matthew 25:14 -30

1d~orthekingdom bheavens as a mandwelling inb a far

country,whocalla his own servants, and delivered unto

anotheitwo, ando anotler one; tevery maaccording tg
his several ability; andtraightwaytook his joirney.
16T henhe that bd received thfivetalentsvent andraded
with the same, andchade themtber five d@lents.17And

likewisehe that hd receivetivo, he alsgained other twq.

18But he tha had reeived one went and digged in
earth, andhid his lod’s money.

OteAftera long time the lord of those servants conaeth
reckonethwith themz0And so he thatdd receied five
talentscame and brmht oherfive talents, saying, Lor
thoudeliveredst untme five talents: beholdhave gaine
besidethemfive talerds more2: His lord sai unto Im,
Well done, thou goahdfaithfu servant:tiou hast ben
faithfulover a fewhings, | wilmake theeulerover many
things: eter thar into he joy oflty lord.

22 He also tht had receivetivo talets cameand said,
Lord, thowdeliveredst unto me two talents: behbldve
gainedtwo otler talents bside themeHislord said untg
him,Well donegood andaithfu servant;hou hast ben
faithfulover a fewhings, | wilmake thee ter overmany
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

24aThen he whh had recead tre one talent came ai

wherethouhast not sown, angatheringvhere tholnast

notstrawedzAnd | wasfraid, and went ainid thy talent

ugithe eatt: lo, tkere thou Ast thats thine.

26 His lord answered and said unitm hThou wicked an
slothful servant, tbu knewesthiat | reapyhere | sowe

[he

|y N

nd
api

|




not, and gathewhere have not straweeThou ouftest
therefordo have putny money tthe exchargys,and then
at mycomingl should hve received mirevn with gury.

2sTakethereforehe talenfrom himand give it ato him
which hathientalentszd~or untceveryone thatath shall
be given, and he sl have aburahce: bufrom himthat

hathnot shall be taken away even that whidtaltiessAnd

castye the unmfitableservant intoouter darkess: there
shall be weepgand gnashg of eeth.

If you went into any church in America, and asked the bom-
again people who were married to raise their hand if they have
marital problems, you'd get a few hands. If you asked that same
audience to raise their hand if they are battling depression and
can't seem to get the victory, you'd get a few hands.

If you asked that same congregation to raise their hand if they
are sick in body or have something physically wrong right now,
whether they are seeing the doctor or taking medications. Or,
maybe they've been praying about their condition and for
whateverthe reason, they're still dealing withit. Now, depending
on how much Word that pastor has preached to his
congregation, you'll get about one-half to three-quarters of the
congregation who are afflicted with something.

Now, ask the same congregation, “How mangf you car
honestlgaythat you are livindimancial abundance. "y@
got more than enough money @od has ldsed yo

financiallfpomuch-I wagpbu raiseoyr handsYou probably

won't get one hand to go up, and yet there are almost 1500

scriptures in the Bible that have to do with money, finances, and

material needs.

So, financial prosperity has never been a minor issue with God
concerning His people. You'll find out, if you will study it out and
research your Bible that more likely, it's a major issue, because
God is not poor, and neither should His children be poor.

Many of the scriptures in which God did miracles in the Old
Testament, the Gospels, and the New Testament were financial
miracles. But, you can know for sure that Satan is behind the
reason the body of Christ was deceived into thinking God doesn’t
want us to live in abundance. As long as you don’'t become
haughty or high-minded, and as long as you always put God first
and give Him the first portion of your income, He'll basically let
you have anything you want and/or desire, as long as you can
believe Him for it, for He said in Psalm 23:1, The LOR» my
shepherd; I shall not want.

Delightthyself also in theORD; athhe shall we theethe
desires oftiine heartPsalm 37:4

Theyoung lios do lack, msufferhur%er: buttheg/ that
seek the LORS&hall notvant any gad thing Psalm 34:9

Thereford say untgou, Whathingssoeverye desire

whenye pray, badve thatye receive thenand ye shall

have themMark 11:24
If ye hien being evil, know how to give good gifts
your children, how much more shall your Fai¥tach is
|7nlqeaven give godtlings o them tht ask himMatthew

Evey %ood gif and every grfect gif is fromabove,ard

comethdown fom the Féoer of lights, with whom s |
variableness, neither shadow of turnjages 1:17

God is the One Who came up with the idea that He wanted His
people prosE)erous and to have good health. Satan doesn't
want you to have anything, and whether you realize it or not, he
is your adversary and he’s going to fight you day and night with
worry, fear, doubt, unbelief, confusion, double-mindedness,
guilt, condemnation and depression. All of this is to get you to
quit believing God.

Sowent Satan forth from the presence of the LORL
smoteJob wittsore boilsrom the ste of hisdot uno his
crown.Job 2:7

Andought not this womabeing a daghterof Abralm,
whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eightg/eas, be
loosed fran this bod on thesabbath day2uke 13:16

How God anointed Jesus of Nazanath theHoly Ghos

andwith power: who went about domg((};cand healing

?\II thlaot ?\)/\E/;ere ppressed ofhe devilfor God was withim.
cts 10:

Neither gie place tohe devil.Ephesians 4:27

Submityourselvestterefore to God. Resist the devil,
he will fleerbm you.James 4.7

Besober, be vigilant; because your advgradevil,as
a roaring bn, walkethabout, seking vhom he ma
devour:Whonresist stedfast in the faitknowing that th
sameafflictims are accomplned in youbrethrerhat arg
in the wadd. 1 Peter 5:8,9

Hethat committeth sin is of tdevil; fo the devikinneth

fromthe begining. Fotthis purpose the Sowf God wa

SnﬁngeSstedt at he nght destoy the wdts of the dvil.1
ohn 3:

You Get to Choose... AbundancBawerty

You can do so much more for God by being healthy and
prosperous than you can by being sick and poor. You can pray
In the SBI_YI'[ all the way to work in comfort, driving a luxurious
automobile, singing in‘tongues, quoting scriptures and praising
God and still take time out to witness to a sinner about Jesus
Christ. You do not have to drive an uncomfortable piece of
trash that has bald tires, no A.C. and a radio that doesn’t work.

If you can believe God to have your needs met, you can believe
God to have too much. Some people live their whole Christian
lives not having enough to go around, when they could have
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more than enough to go around. Some people are poor
because they want to be poor. Onthe other hand, some people
fly first-class because they want to fly first class.

There is nothing in the Word that even hints at the idea that if

you have the comforts of this world they'll make you less

spiritual. God wants you to have the best. If He didn't, He'd

never have given you the best He had: For God so loved th

wolld, that he gve his only égotten S, that whsoever

S)ehlle:\)’/elz%hn him shald not rish, buhave everlastinige.
ohn 3:

Hethatspared not his own Son, liaivered him up for u
all, howshall he nowith hin also freelgive us alltings?
Romans 8:32

Don't fall for the lie that the more miserable you are, the more
spiritual you'll be, or for the lie that the less you have financially,
the more pleased God will be. Never take a vow of poverty, for
in so doing, you are agreeing to accept the curse of poverty.
God would never lead you to live in poverty in order to please
Him. In doing so, He would violate His covenant that He has
with you. Here, again we have 2 Corinthians 8:9: For ye know
the?race of or LordJesus Christ, that, thougke was rich,
yet for yoursakes he became @o thatye through his
povertymight beich.We have to treat poverty, sickness and
disease the same way we treat sin.

As long as you tolerate poverty and sickness, they will never
leave you. You may be satisfied with what you have, but you
have to ask yourself the question, is God satisfied? Because, if
it's not abundance, it's not where God wants you, for Jesus
came that we might have life and have it more abundantly. And
Jesus didn’'t make us just conquers, He made us more than
conquerorsNay, in all these tigs we e more than
conquerorghrough him that lovags. Romans it 8:37 He
also came, according to the scriptures, to redeem us from the
curse that was on mankind. Poverty is a curse, as described in
Deuteronomy 28:29: And thal shalt grﬁe at nooday,as the
blindgropethin darkness, anthou shdlnot posperin thy
ways: and thou shalbe mly oppressedand spoiled
evermore, ando man shalavethee

Jesus came that the blessing of Abraham might come upon us.
Part of the blessing of Abraham is wealth, riches, and
prosperity, as we read in Deuteronomy 28:1-14: .
1Andit shall cora to pass, ithou slalt hearken diligntly
untothe voice othe LOREhy Godto observendtodo all
hiscommandments which | commémee thislay,that the
LORDthy God will set thee on high above all nations @
earth:2And al these blessings shall come on thee,
overtakethee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of
LORD thyod.

sBlessedshaltthoubein the cityand blessedhaltthoube
in the feld. sBlessedshall bethe fruit of thy body, and th
fruit of thy groundand therfuit of iy cattlethe increase o
thy kine, and the flocks tify sheepBlessedshall bethy
basketand hy store ¢Blessedshaltthoube when thou
comest in, anBllessedshaltthoube when thou goest ou

7TheLORDshallcause thinenemies thatise up agast

theeto be smten befoe thy facethey shall ome out
a%alnsithee one wa and fledefore the seven wayslhe
LORD shall commah the blessig upon thee in thy

f

storehousesand inall that thou settest thine hand uAto

andhe shall blesthee inlte land whitthe LORD thy Gq
giveth tlee.

sThe LORD shall establish thee an holy people
himself,as he hath sworn untiee, iftou shalkeepthe
commandment®f the IORD thy Gb am walk in hig
ways.1And allpeople othe earth Isall see thathou art
calledby the namof the LORD; and they shalbifraid of
thee:Andthe LORBhallmake thee pheeous irgoods,
in the fuit of hy body, ad in the fuit of thy cattle, anih
the fruit of thy ground, in¢Hand whiclthe LORBware
unto tly fathersa give thee.

12The LORD shall @m unto thee his good treasure,
heaverto give the rain unto thgnd in his season, and
blessall the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend
manynations, andhou shalnot barow.:;And the LOR
shallmake thee the head, amatthe tail; and thou shalt
abowe only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that
hearkenunto te cmmandents of the LORD thy G
whichl command thee this day, to observe andttoetio
14/Andthou shdlnot goaside fronany of tle words whicl
| commandhee this daytp theright had, orto the left, tq
go after ther goddo serve tm.

God Has Made His CdseAbundance

You notice it was God that made Abraham rich. It was God's
idea and not a man’s idea.

Nowthe LORD had said unto Abram, Get thieefdby
countryand fromm/ kindredand fronthy fathe's house
unto a'lad that | Wi shew theeAnd | wilmake of the a
greatnation, ad | will blesghee, and ake thy nam
great; and thou shalt be a blessiGgnesis 12:1,2

And Abraham wasld, and well strickenn age: and the
LORDhad blessed l#aham in athings. And the LOR
hathblessed my master greatly; and he is becomé&
and he hath yen him floks, and herd, and silver, an
gold,andmensevants, and maidservants, and cayehd
asses. Genesis 24:1,35

And Abram wentip out 6 Egypt, B, and his wife, anall

thathe had, antdot withhim, intahe sout. And Abram

wasvery rich ircattle, in $ver, and igold. Genesis 13:1,2

God prospered Isaac in Genesis 26:12-16: 12T henlsaacsowed

in that landand receivenh the samgearan hundredfolq:
f taedthe LORMDlessed himasAnd the ran waxed ges,
andnd went forward, and grew until he became very

thdor he had possession of flocks, and possessio
herds,and great store of servants: and fhilistines
envied himasForall the wells which his father’s serva
had digged in the de of Abraham his father, t
e Philistineshad stopped them, and filled them with e
16And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; fordi
much migher than we.

God prospered Joseph in Genesis 39:2,3: Andthe LORWvas
withJoseph, and he was a prosperous raad;he was
the house ohis mastertte EgyptianAnd his mastr saw
thatthe LORMvaswith himand thathe LORDnack all
that he @l to preper in his and.
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God prospered David in 1 Chronicles 29:27,28: Thus David
...died in good oldage, full bdays, richesand honor...

God prospered His people when He delivered them from the
Egyptians when they were still slaves. Just as they were leaving
Egypt, the Egyptians turned over their wealth to the children of
Israel. Talk about the wealth of the sinner laid up for the just!
This is a good example! And the peole of Israel dl as
Mosessaid andasked the Egymans forsilver and gl
%ewelry_,andfor clahing. Ad the Lad gave thésraelis
avorwiththe Egyptiansso that hey gave thewhatever
theywanted. And the Eg}éptla/mere ractically stripped (
everything they owneBXodus 12:35,36 The Living Bible

A good man leaveh an inkritance tohis childrets
children:and the wdth of he sinners laidup for the just.
Proverbs 13:22

Another translation reads: A good mateaves an inhggance
[of moral stabilittand goodnes] to his chidren'schildren,
andthe wealth of the sinner [finds its way eventually]

the hands fothe rignteous, dr whom itwvas laid upAMP

God prospered Asa in 2 chronicles 14:7: Theefore he said
untoJudah, Letis build these cities, amadake abouhem
walls, and towersgates, andbars,while the landis yet
before us; because we have sought{D&D ou6God, we
havesoughthim, and he hhtdglven useast on evergide.
So they built and prospered.

God also prospered Uzziah in 2 chronicles 26:5: Andhe sought
Godin the days afechariah, who had understanding in
visionsof God: and as long as he sought the LORD,
made him tprosper.

And it was God that prospered Job and made him very rich.
Satan had stolen practically everything from Job, and afflicted his

body. So wentSatan forth frorthe presence of the LORD

andsmote Jolwith soreboils fronthe sole of his foot unt
his crown. Job 2:7 But Job clung to God and God delivered
him, giving him twice as much as he had before: a new wife and
10 more children and he lived another 140 years! But the kicker
about this is that among all the things that God gave to Job, what
stands out to me is the 6,000 camels! (Job 42:12) Can ):lgu
imagine how many people thought that Job had too much’Do
you suppose anybody asked Job, “Don’t yothinkyou have to
many caméls

Abraham had too many sheep and too many cattle. Abraham
had so much that he and Lot couldn’t dwell together.
And Abramwas very rich in atle, in silver, and in %olc
sAndhe went oihis journgs from tle south eveto Betlel,

unto the place where his tent had been at the beginni

between Béel and HailUntothe place fothe alta, which
hehadmade theret#he fist: andhereAbram called on th
nameof the ORDsAnd Lot alsg which wenwith Abam,
hadflocks,and herdsand terd.sAnd thednd was nadble
to bear themthat theymight dwll togeher: fo their
substancavasgreat, sdhat tiey could nbdwell tgether.
Genesis 13:2-6

Abraham didn't get this stuff for himself, any more than Isaac,
Joseph, David, the children of Israel, Job, Asa or Uzziah did.
God blessed them with it. If these patriarchs of old were in the
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pf about them and consequently, the blessing of God overtook

inkestthou shaldest say, havemade Abramich: Genesis

th
G

- 1250the LORD blessed the latter endlofifmore tharis

body of Christ today, there would be people that would say they
have too much stuff and they are too rich, and should give it
away to the poor and needy.

But these dear folks fail to realize that these patriarchs were
prosperous because of God. They believed God, obeyed God,
and stood on their covenant. They made no apologies for their

rosperity, and they were known for belng a blessing to others.

hey were just as human as you and | are - they made
mistakes, they sinned, they failed, but in the midst of all their
traumas, they turned to God and chose to believe what He said

them.
he
the

d
(]

21And the king of 8domsaid unto Abram, Give me
persons, andiake the grnds to t_l;rself. 22And Abransaid
to the kig of Sodm, 1 have lift up mine hand unto
LORDthe most high God, tipssessor of heaven ar]
earth, 2sThat | will not take from a thread even
shoelatchetand that willnot take aynthing hat is thme,

14:21-23

When God blesses something, it would seem to others that He
goes overboard. And God said if we tithe, He wouldpen theg
windowsof heaverto us!He said we wouldn’t have room to
receive it. Aslong as you and | have got room for more, we're
still not in God'’s perfect will financially.

1Bringye all theithesinto tte storehose, thathiere may
be meat in minkouse, angrove maow herewith, saith
the LORD of hosts, if | will not open yloe indows of
Beavenandpour you out a blessing, thia¢re shalhotbe

menougho receivet. 1And | wilfebuke the elvourer
for your saks, and he shall not destroy the fruits of
ground; neitier shall your vine cast her fruit before
timein the field, saith the LORDhosts 12And all nation$
shallcall you blessed: for ye shalldeelightsome lan
;saith the DRD of bsts.Malachi 3:10-12

10Andthe LORBurnedhe caBtivityof Job, Wwenhe prayed
for his friends: also theORD gaveob twice asnuch ag
he had befe.

uThencame thererdo him 4 his brethen, and alhis
sisters,and all thy that had be® of his acgaintancg
before,and did eat breadtv him in hidouse: andhey
bemoanedtiim, and amforted im overall the evilhat the
LORDhad brougt uponhim: every maalso gave him
piece of moey, and everyne an earringf gold.

beginning:for hehad burteen housand skep, and si
¥ousandcamels, ana@ thousand yoke of oxen, ang
thousandshe asses.

La)

1dHe had also seven s and thee daughter 1/And he
calledthe name of the first, Jemima, nameof the
second,Kezia; anthe namefahe third, Kerenhappudh.
1sAndin all thdand wereno woma foundso fair as the
daudhters of Job:and theirdther gavehiem inherénce
among theibrethren

1éAfter this lived Job an hundred and fgasrs, andaw
his sons, andis sons’ sonsevenfour geerations17So




Job diedbeingold anddll of daysJob 42:10-17

In Luke 5:6,7, God gave them too much fish -- so much that their
ships began to sink! When God turned the water into wine in
John 2:2-11, God's wine was better than all the rest. And in
John 6:5-13, when God fed the 5000 people, not only did the
people eat until they were filled, but when they collected the
remainder, they filled 12 baskets! Keep in mind thatthey started
out with five loaves and two fish!
Go
Ho t(yccjj

All the t%stm I’li(?SNe have

IS what God wants to
God has always wanted His people to have good health and live
a IoHr]g \I}\f/e |r(;I prosperity without sickness or disease, for it says so
in His Word.

'aNord
a

Surelyhe lath bone our gefs, and camd our saws:
yet we didesteem him stricken, smitten of God, g
afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions
was bruised fo our niquities: the chastisement of o
eacewas upon him; and with his stripes we are heg
saiah 53:4,5

Thatit mght ke fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias
prophé, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare
sicknessesMatithew 8:17

Whohis own self bare osms in hiswn body o the tree,
thatwe, beingehdto sinsshould livainto rigiteousness:
by whose sipes ye were hesl. 1 Peter 2:24

We have the same God these people had, and we have a better
Covenant than they did: But nav hathhe obtaiad a more
excellent mistry, by hav muchalso he is the mediatof
a better cognant, whichwas estalshed uponbetter
promises.Hebrews 8:6

Religious Thinking Unrenewed to God’'s W

Not long ago, a lady phoned me, all upset because she’d heard
on the news that a minister had spent $10,000 on a hotel room.
She let me know that she thought that was too much to pay for
aroom, and ‘what kind of witnesses is that?’

My response was, “First of all, that'sne of yobusiness.’l
immedjately thought about what Judas said about Jesus in John
12:5. *To a%/’s value on this perfume would be about $25,000.
Judas thought that was far too much to be poured out on Jesus’
feet. To him, it was apparently a waste of money. That's how the
carnal mind thinks when it's not been renewed to God's Word.

* NOTE:
If a believer is going to prosper financially, and have good heath
9h£/5|caljly, You can't judge other people. Jesus said in Matthew
7:1-5: 1Judge naqtthat ye & not juded.2For withwha
judgmentye judge, ye shall be judged: and witta
measureye mete, it shall be measuted/ou againAn
whybeholdest thothe motéhat is irthy broher’s eyebu
considereshotthe beam that is in thine own ey@fho
wilt thou sayto thy brother, Let me pull out the mote
thineeye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own &}/k@

=

—

g{]@at faith it works by love.

hypocritefirst casbut the pamoutof thine own eye;
thenshalt thou see clearly to cast the note out of th
brother'seye.

And that is befre He said thi

7Ask, and it shall be given yoseek,and ye shall fin
knock,and it shall bepened untgou:sFor every oatha
askethreceiveth; and he that seeketiuéth;and to hm
thatknocketh ishall be opnedsOr what man is there
you,whom if his son ask bread, will he givedistone
10rif he ask ash, will he iye hima serpent?if yethen
beingevil, know how to give gogitts unto youchildren
howmuch morelsallyour Fatlr which is ifteaven gi
good things to them that ask hindatthew 7:7-11

big reason why many believers don't prosger and have good
alth or get ther prayers answered is that they may think they
ow the Word, but they're not doing it. When you are critical

Lof others and judge others, the first thing you lose is your divine
‘protection. Everyone finds that out when they start living by
aith, because the first thing you learn in the faith message is

r
Forin Jesus Christ neither circumcision athifny thin
nor uncircumcisin; but faith with workethby love
Galatians 5:6

If you judge others, you're going to get sick.

For this casemany are weak and sickly among
mary sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, weld
not bejudged. Bt when ware judgedye arechastene
of the Lord that we Isould not be condemned with
world.1 Corinthians 11:30-32

brd

Each person is responsible to God for what they do with their
money. | don't know about you, but the ministries that brought
me the Word of God, all the way from pastor James Helton,
who got me saved (under Jesus and through Him) all the way
to today with the ministers that feed me God's Word-| wanted
to be ablessing to them. | wanted them to have the best of this
world’s goods, whether they were a pastor, a Bible teacher, a
missionary, a ﬁroghet or evangelist — whomever- | wanted
them to have the best suit, the best house, the best car, the
best hotel, and the best restaurant.

I've always been honored to do anything | could for them. |
always tried to find out - and still do - what they enjoyed. What
was their favorite restaurant, favorite cologne, favorite airline,
when were their children’s birthdays and what their families
liked. | wanted to be the first one to do something for them
without them even knowing | did it. There’s no greater blessing
than being a blessing to someone else! | supported ministers
and ministries that | agreed with whatthey preached, and some
that | totally did not agree with what they preached. But | knew
they were God’s servants and | wanted to bless every one of

|

them that | could.

of
It's a way that | could show God that | appreciate his servants,




and at the same time, it helps stop strife and discord among the
body of Christ.

Whogoeth a wéare any tim at his en charges? whg
plantetha vineyard, and eateth not of the fhateao? or
whofeedeth a flock, and eateth not ofitiii& of he flock”

sSay| these things as a maafsaith ot the lavthe samg
also?¢For it is witten inthe law of Moses, Thou shalt|f
muzzlehe mouth of the ox that treadeti the corn. Do
Godtake care for oxen®Or saith he itleogether for o

sakes?For our sakes, no douktjs iswrittenthat helta
ﬁlowethshould pdw inhope; and that hibat tlesheth i

ope shou be partakeot his hpe.

ulfwehave sown un you spitualthings, is it a great thi
if we shalleap your carnal things#f othersbe partake
of this powepver you, &not werather? Bvertheless
have not usedthis powe; but suffer all lhiings, lestw
shouldhinder te gospel oChrist.dDo ye noknow th
theywhich minister abotioly tings live of the thlnEs
thetemple? aoh they whiclwait at tk altarare partake
with the altar?14Even so hth the Lad ordainedhat tte
which preach the ggpel shouldlive of tle gospel.
Corinthians 9: 7-14

Letthe eldershat rule wélbe courgd worthy bdouble
honourgspecially thewholabour ithe word athdoctrire.
For the scripture aith, Tha shalt nb muzzlehe ox that
treadethout thecorn. And Thelabourer is withy of s
rewardl Timothy 5: 17, 18

So, we are admonished from God's Word to take care of His
servants. He said that they were worthy of double honor .

We shouldn't be judging others that all, but we need to judge
ourselves. | know a pastor that used to preach against me and
tell people not to come to my meetings. | wanted to do
something good for him based on what Jesus said in Matthew
5:44: Butl say untod))/ou,ove your eemies, bless #m thr?ﬂ
curseyou, do ?oo them that hatgou, and gy for tle
which despitefully use you, and persecute you;

| wanted to do something good for that pastor. So | found out
where he got his hair cut and | went in to talk to the stylist. | told
him | wanted to anonymously take care of this pastors hair cut.
| didn’t want the pastor to find out | was the one doing it. Let him
think what he wanted to think of me. 1 just wanted to be a
blessing to that pastor, as well as stop Satan in his tracks of
sowing discord and strife.

We have to come to the place, as believers, that spiritually
speaking, we become as adults and not act like babies. We
can'tallow our feelings or emotions or what people say aboutus
to dominate us. When Satan has ?eopl_e say mean things about
you, just counter him back by walking in love and not allowin
your feelings to be hurt. Our feeling are our responsibility an
not someone else’s. If Satan can get involved with our emotions,
he can discourage us in the process. As we love other believers
and bless others, God will bless us back!

h do.

y cutting costs an

Who is tdoe BlessedYou or Tém ?

If a believer is not to have the room that cost ten thousand
dollars, who is? - Wh is supposed to have the best of this
world? Mr. and Mrs. sinner, or the child of God?

- Whois supposed to have the most expensive house, the
nicest cars and clothing? The ungodly, or the righteous? The
representatives of Satan, or the ambassadors of Christ?

OUuda%Aﬁ]ot all upset because of what Jesus allowed that lady to
en people start down the road of thinking someone
spent too much money, or that the wasted money could have
been used for something more important, they fail to realize that
financial prosperity and divine prosperity is a New Covenant
blessing. It belongs to each and every believer! You are not
pleasing God bydgom ‘without or by spending less money, or by
settling for something less than the best.

When a believer starts down this road thinking they're being a
“good steward”, it's just another word for poverty and doubt. By
only buying the sale items, the 50% off bargains, cutting
f coupons and buying all the cheap stuff and buying in bulk, by
waiting until it goes on sale before buying it may be somewhere
for a believer to start, but not for a believer to stay. All the
money they think they're saving by buying the cheap items and
bragging about how much they saved is no indication of being
a good steward. It can be an excuse for a lack of faith, an
%nrgnewed mind, or a lack of knowledge of their covenant with
od.

Doing these things usually develops into a poverty mentality
that they carry throughout their whole life. People will gossip
about you if they think you've paid too much for something.
You can try to justify your rationale of why you buy the cheap
stuff and all the generic brands instead of the name brands.
They may really think they're getting a good deal, but what it
usually comes down to is a person that is trying to meet their
own needs. They are not using their faith to believe God for the
best. Anything that is not of faith is sin (Romans 14:23). It's
very dangerous for a believer to get themselves in a position
that they're not growing and developing their faith.

| was raised in a home that my mother saved all the
newspapers, grocery bags, used gift wrap, plastic butter tubs,
and bread wrappers, just In cast they were ever needed. What
wewere doingvas believinGod for Arder timesatcome
thanwhat we were experiencirtglae tme! It sounds so
good when you hear people living like this, but it is a poverty
mentality.

We are not believing for harder times to come! We don't hoard
in fear and call it being a good steward. We freely receive, we
freely give away (Matthew 10:8). We dont save broken
washers, dryers, refrigerators, stereos, or worn _out
lawnmowers, thinking that someday we might need them. That
stuff served its purpose, and now it's junk. We just replace it
with the new and better, because the Lord is our Shepherd, and
we do not want (Psalm 23:1) o
Almost every cult has come out of a poverty mentality with
people living the way they did 200 years ago. Our God is a
God of increase, and not decrease. So then neither is keat
plantethany thing, neither he thaateeth; bu God that
giveth tle increasel Corinthians 3:7

God is El Shaddai, not EI Cheapo. He’s the God that is more




than enough! We are to be thankful for every blessing we have,
but never satisfied until we're pleasing God. And to please God
financially, we must live in abundance. God was not well pleased
with the children of Israel living in Egypt, nor was He pleased
with them living in the wilderness, wearing the same shoes and
clothing for 40 years! Thy raiment waxed nold upon tlee,
neitherdid thy dot swell, Hese fortyyears.Deuteronomy
8:4He wasn't pleased until the% got over into prosperity — to the
land that flowed with milk and honey! (1 Corinthians 10:1-13 &
Hebrews3:7 - 4:2)

Returnng God'’s ithe toHim

The world, and many times the church world, seem to rejoice
when a wealthy tperson is indicted for embezzlement or
misappropriation of funds. But we've all been guilty of that in
some form or another when we did not tithe and give God what
belongs to Him. People are quick to judge others in regard to
financial matters. When you hear people make statements like,
“Theypaid too muébrthat, Mat’s too expems, That cts
toomuch,”it's usually coming from somebody that has never
taken the time to renew their mind to God’s Word.

| thought about the lady who was critical of the minister and what
he spent for his hotel room. Yet, that very same lady told me
herself that she did not tithe. She used her tithe and offering to
send her grandchildren to private school. In her mind, she was
justified in doing what she did, while the minister was wrong to
do what he did. In her mind, it was terrible what that minister
spent for a hotel room, but it was O.K. for her to rob God of His
tithe. When you get off the Word, and stop doing the Word, you
begin to deceive yourself. Butbe ye ders of the word, an
not hearersnly, deceivig your owrselvesJames 1:22

The tithe is the first 10% of our income. It does not belong to us;
it belongs to God. And all the tithef the landwhether of the
seed of théand, or bthe frit of tre tree, ithe LORIS: it
is holy und the LOR. Leviticus 27:30

One way we can put God first as Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, is
to give God our first fruits. But seek ye first the kingdom
God,and hs righteousness; and all these things shall
added urd you.

Honoutthe LORD with t .
of all thineincrease: So shall thy barnsfiiied wih plenty,
and thy pesses shalburst ot with newwine Prov. 3:9,1

sForlamthe LORD change riotherebreye sons of Jacol]
arenot consmed.7Even from he days of yar fathersye
are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not
them Return unto me, and | will return untq gaith tke
LORDof hosts But ye saidwWherein sl wereturn?swill
a man rob God? Y&t have robbedne. But ye sa
Whereirhave we robbed thee? kinés and oférings.sYe
arecursedwith acurse: forye have roldal megventhis
whole natio.

1Bringye all the tithes intihe storebuse,that tlere may
be meat in nme house, and prove me now herewith, s
the LORD of hosts, if | will not open you the amsod
heavenand pour you ow blessing, thahere shalhotbe
roomenouglto receive it And | will rebuke thadevourer

ofalway. And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and

bstance, and with the firstfruits When we withhold our tithes from God, and not give what we

kept
v@hen | first got started tithing soon after | was born-again, it

aitknd begin to do it, Satan comes immediately to stop you from

for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of

9

yobatan is not going to sit back and let you enjoy your inheritance

ground; neither shll your vinecast her fruit before th
timein the ld, saithite LORDfdosts.12And allnations
shall call E/)Olblessed: foye shall be delightsore land,
saith the DRD of bsts.

sYourwords have been stout against me, shgh ORD.

Yetye say, What have we spokermuchagainst tee?
1aYe havesaid, lis vain to serv&od: andvhatprofitis it
that we havkept his atinance, anthat we avewalked
mournfully before the LORD of host#achi 3:6-14

Uponthe firstday of the week letvery one of you lay by

him in stoe, asGodhath prepered himhiat therebe no
gatheringsvhen | comé. Corinthians 16:2

Andhere men Ht diereceive tiths; but thee hereceiveth
them of whom it is witnessed that he livetdbrews 7: 8

We don't have to cheat God in order to pay our bills. He
doesn’t automatically withhold His portion from our income the
way the government does. He asks us to bring itto Him. This
is where we carr@ve to Godhat we're god stewards

By giving Him His portion first!
f goincg to
Prosper and have good health, I'm going, to have to put God
irst. And, the way we do that financially is to honor God with
our firstfruits. So, before we pay our rent or buy groceries or
fuel for the car, we give our firstfruits. If we will be faithful in our
tithe toward God, He will open up the windows of heaven and
pour us out a blessing. A blessing is anything that blesses
ou. Good health isa blessing. Divine protection is a blessing.
he salvation of a loved one Is a blessing.

What | found out early in my Christian life is that if | am

Cornelius” whole family got saved and baptized in the Holy
Ghost. One of the reasons it happened, the angel said, is
because Cornelius gave money to help people. God saw what
Cornelius did and blessed him for his endeavors.

A devoutman and one that feared God véthhis hose,
whichgave much alms the peofe, and prayed to G¢

b?cl)r_gsé?re had in remembrance in the sight ad. Gcts

should give, the scripture says it brings on poverty. There iS
that scattereth, and yet increaseth; ahére § that
withholdethmore tharns meet, buit tendethto poven.
Theliberal sul stall be made fat: and he that wate
shall be wated also himsél Proverbs 11:24,25

caused some repercussions that seem to be very
uncomfortable to handle. My accountant never understood it,
and my father said | gave too much. My saved relatives cussed
me and told me off, saying all the monez | was ?lvmg was going
to buy that preacher a new car. They thought I needed it more
than the minister did. So, by tithing, [ stirred the devil up. (You
do, when you step out on the Word). When you hear the Word

acting on God's Word. He uses afflictions and persecutions to
intimidate you (Mark 4:13 - 20).
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and blessings of God. He’s going to allhe can to discourage you
from going on and believing God. He'll distract you from the
Word of God to hinder you with every onslaught he has at his
disposal in order to destroy your faith'in God's promises.

As the Apostle Paul said in 1 Thessalonians 2:18, Whereforeve
wouldhave come unto you, even | Paul, oncegaith but
Satanhinderedus.But notice what Paul didn’t say: that Satan
stoppethem!

| knew that my accountant, my dad, and my relatives did not
know what | knew: no matter how much | suffered financially at
the time,(and ksure was )'m never going to get out of this
financial dilemma of poverty and lack, unless | stayed faithful
with my tithe. Things can get a lot worse if you don't obey God!
So no matter what people sa?]/, or how they treat you or
misunderstand you, you stay faithful to God and honor Him with
your firstfruits, and His blessings will overtake you!

| want to pause and say something here that we all must come
to in this life, as believers. Each one of us must sooner or later,
(and the sooner the better) prove God’'s promises out for
ourselves to the point and degree that we have our own
testimony and we know that God’s Word works and never fails
in the area of finances. Your foundation is Matthew 6:33: But
seekye first he kingdonof Gal, and his rigteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you.

Put God first. Financially, that means giving Him your firstfruits
and just keep doing it, and doing it and doing it and doing it, and
never stop doing it. Tithing has got to be established in your life.
It has to become “Uno -# 1". That is why God said in 1
Corinthians 16:2, Upon the first day of the week let every
of you lay byhim in stee, as God hlatprosperedhim,that
there be ngathering when | come.

Forthis Melchisedec, king of Salem, priett@most high
God,who mefbrahameturning from the slaughter of t
kings,and blessed himTo whom ats Abraham aye a
tenth part ofall; first being by iterpretabn Kig of
righteousess, and adtr that alsdKing ofSalem, whicls,
King of peaceHebrews 7:1,2

1Bringye allthe titesinto the storehose, thatliere may
bemed in mine house, and prove me now herewith,

the LOR of hats, if | will not open you the windows
heavenandpour you out a blessintpatthere shalhotbe

roomenouglto receive itu:And | wilkebuke thelevourer
for your sakes,rad he shall not destroy the fruits of ya
ground;neithershall youwvine cast hefruit béore theitne
In the fieldsaith the LORD bbsts. :2And all nabns shall
call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land,
the LORDf hostsMalachi 3:10-12

Andhere men it die receiveathes; batherehereceiveth
them, of whom it is withessed that he livédbrews 7:8

U7

Abraham didn't even make it home after his great conquest that
he didn't take the time to put God first and pay his tithe as he
returned home.

It takes faith to tithe, and your faith will never grow to the place
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neworkingwith them, an

aith ,
oBrother Rich
ur

Saith

that it needs to a s long as you don't tithe faithfully. No matter
how many offerings we give - and thank God for offerings - we
haven't done anything until we tithe first!

Able gave the firstfruits of his flock in Genesis 4:3, and Cain
ave an offering from his crops. Abel J)Ut God first with his
irstfruits, and Cain didn't. God received Abel's gift and didn’t

receive Cain’s, even though Cain gave.

| don't know about you, but | keep my monthlly bills in a
container. On the top of them, are the envelopes [ use for my
tithes and offerings to support the 805I0?|- Brothers and sisters,
it's always bestthat you and | put God first, because we’'ll never
have peace in our heart until we do. Your greatest miraclesand
breakthroughs will come by using Malachi 3:10-12.

The #1 reason a believer does not tithe is usually because of a
lack of faith. Faith comes by hearing the Word and hearing and
heanné;. Ministers have always got to feed the sheep and teach
them God'’s Word so our faith will be built up. Give God a dime
out of every dollar. Take the tithing challenge, and when
problems come, stand on God's promises and just stay faithful
In putting God first.

| want to challenge gou to begin listening to what you've been
saying, how you've been acting and what you've been thinking
about in the area of financial matters. Ask yourself, “Have
been faithfulttvthe_ord’dithe? Am | really believing (Goc
promisedor my pisperity, dnave lustbeen settlingrfo
whatever has come and acdeptes His will?”

It is our responsibility to hear the Word and do the Word. It's
God’s responsibility fo confirm the Word.

ne
But be ye doers fothe wod, and nothearers only
deceiving youown selvesJames 1:22

Andthey wentorth, awl J)reacheq evewherethe Lord
] confirming the @avih signs
following Amen.Mark 16:20
We do our part, and He'll do His part. Keep standing on His
&romlses and believe God for your financial increase, In Jesus’
ame.

Your partner in faith,

JESSE RICH MINISTRIES
Post Office Box 237170
New York, NY 10023

or




JESSE RICH MINISTRIES
Post Office Box 2250
Hartford, CT 06145

PHONE: (212) 501-7999
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